
Sunday, February 16th, 2020 with Mike Teel. Pastor 

2020 VISION: PATHWAY TO THE FUTURE—Prepare the Pathway… GO:MISSIONS 

 

FOCAL PASSAGE: Matthew 4:18-20 
18 

And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 
19 

Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will 

make you fishers of men.” 
20 

They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 
18 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 
20 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.”   

 

MATURE DISCIPLES OR MISSIONAL DISCIPLES? 

 

1. MATURITY vs. MISSIONAL 

• Missions or being missional is directly tied to the second element – GROWING in Christ persistently.   

• Remember, discipleship is a direction and not a destination. 

• What I am suggesting is that when we focus on developing mature disciples, you do not necessarily find yourself 

with an army of missionaries.  However, when you focus on developing missionary disciples, you always will get 

mature disciples. 

 

2. WHAT DO WE MEAN BY MISSIONARY? 

• I am not necessarily talking about training up overseas missionaries.  

• I’m using the word missionary as a noun referring to people who see their primary vocation as being sent on 

God’s mission, rather than their own. 

• Our new mantra needs to be “EVERY MEMBER A MISSIONARY!” 

• John 20:21… 
21 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   

 

 

THE MISSIONARY NATURE OF THE CHURCH 

 

1. WE ARE SENT. 

• When the church . . . ceases to be missionary, it contradicts its own nature. 

• Notice:  For just as the Father sent the Son into this world, and just as the Son sent the Holy Spirit into this world, so 

now the Father, Son, and Spirit are sending the church into this world. 

 I John 4:9… 
9 
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 

live through him.   

 John 20:21-22… 
21 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22 

And with 

that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.   

 Acts 1:8… 
8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  



 

2. CLARITY OF THE MISSION 

• Matthew 28:19-20… 
19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.”   

• We need to go to the lost/unchurched. 

• Romans 10:14-15… 
14 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in 

the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
15 

And how can 

anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  

 

THE EMPOWERMENT OF THE MISSION 

• John 20:21-22… 
21 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22 

And with 

that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.   

• Conviction and excitement by itself is never enough – it always falls short. 

• Matthew 13:24-30… 
24 

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 

in his field. 
25 

But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 
26 

When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  
27 

“The owner’s servants came to him 

and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’  
28 

“‘An enemy did this,’ 

he replied.  “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’  
29 

“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while 

you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 
30 

Let both grow together until the harvest. At that 

time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and 

bring it into my barn.’”   

 

“If anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”  Matthew 16:24 

 

 

LIVE IT OUT 

 How will you live out the GO portion of your life? 

 What seeds has the evil one sown to prevent you from being a powerful missionary disciple? 

 What will you do in response to these three elements of our church?  


