
Sunday, May 3, 2020 with Mike Teel, Pastor 
EASTER: The Order of the Resurrection—Preparation of the Church 

 
FOCAL PASSAGE: I Corinthians 15:20-28 ...

20 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 

the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 

For since death came through a man, the resurrec-
tion of the dead comes also through a man. 

22 
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 

alive. 
23 

But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 
24 

Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has de-
stroyed all dominion, authority and power. 

25 
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under 

his feet. 
26 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
27 

For he “has put everything under his feet.” 
Now when it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God 
himself, who put everything under Christ. 

28 
When he has done this, then the Son himself will be 

made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all. 
 
II Peter 3:8 ...

8 
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like a day.   
 
I Thessalonians 4:16-17 ...

16 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud com-

mand, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. 

17 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.    
 
Matthew 24:1-8 ...Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to 
call his attention to its buildings. 

2 
“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one 

stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”  
3 
As Jesus was sitting on the 

Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and 
what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”  

4 
Jesus answered: “Watch out that 

no one deceives you. 
5 
For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will de-

ceive many. 
6 
You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such 

things must happen, but the end is still to come. 
7 
Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 
8 
All these are the begin-

ning of birth pains.  
 
SIGNS OF THE TIME 
Matthew 24:3 ... As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. 
“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end 
of the age?” 
 
1. VALIDATION OF THE SIGNS 

• Should we take what Jesus said literally? 
• Matthew 24:2 ...“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone 

here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”   
 
2. FULFILLMENT OF JESUS’ STATEMENT 

• History records that our Lord’s words were fulfilled to the letter in A.D. 70. 
 
3. OTHER WARNING SIGNS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MYSTERY OF HIS COMING – MARRIAGE 
 
1. THE AGE OF GRACE / CHURCH AGE 

• Ephesians 2:8-9 ...For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 

9 
not by works, so that no one can boast.  

 
2. TIME OF PREPARATION 
 
a. ACCEPTANCE OF THE BETROTHAL PERIOD 

• When the parents of the Bride and Groom come together at the city gate before the El-
ders. 

• There is the reading of the public declaration of the arrangement of the marriage. 
• Matthew 26:29 ...I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that 

day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  
 
b. MAKING THINGS READY FOR THE MARRIAGE 

• At this point the bride and the groom return to their parents’ home to prepare for the wed-
ding which will occur at some point in the future. 

• John 14:1-6 (KJV) ...Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  
2 
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you.  
3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 

receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  
4 
And whither I go ye 

know, and the way ye know.  
5 
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou 

goest; and how can we know the way?  
6 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 

the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  
 
c. RETRIEVING THE BRIDE  

• Matthew 24:36 ...But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heav-
en, nor the Son, but only the Father.  

• I Thessalonians 5:1-2 ...Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not 
need to write to you, 

2 
for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief 

in the night.  
 
3. APPLICATION OF THE TEACHINGS 

• It means we need to be preparing to build up the Bride of Christ. 
• This is what The Year Of Evangelism was designed to do. 
• Next week we will look at the Rapture of the Church – Christ’s Bride. 

 
LIVE IT OUT 

 
 Do you know for certain today that if Jesus were to come, you would be a part of the resurrection 

of life? 
 Who do you know who needs to know before it is too late? 
 The Bridegroom is coming! 


