
Sunday, July 5, 2020 with Mike Teel, Pastor  
TRIBULATION: The Tribulation Period Revealed 3  

 
FOCAL PASSAGE: II Thessalonians 2:1-7 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily 
unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word 
of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let 
anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will 
exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in 
God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Don’t you remember that when I was with 
you I used to tell you these things? 6 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he 
may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power of lawless-ness is already at 
work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.  
 
THE TRIBULATION EXPOSED  
 
1. THE ARRIVAL OF THE ANTICHRIST ...Revelations 6:2  
 
2. ADDRESSING FEAR AND THE FALSE (TACTICS OF SATAN) 
 
A. PAUL SPEAKS TO THE DECEPTION ...II Thessalonians 2:1-3  
 
B. THE GREAT FALLING AWAY  
 
3. THE PERIOD OF CULTURAL CHRISTIANITY  
 
A. THE GREAT DEPARTING  
 
• I Timothy 4:1-2 ...The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and 
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through 
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.  
 
• II Timothy 4:3-4 ...For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 
In-stead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers 
to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and 
turn aside to myths.  
 
B. THE DRIFT TOWARD APOSTASY  
 
• The true church of Jesus Christ has always been plagued by apostasy—but nothing like 
the pre-sent.  
► Matthew 13:1-9 ...That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 

Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the 
people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 
farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 
path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have 
much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came 
up, the plants were scorched, and they withered be-cause they had no root. 7 Other seed 
fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good 



soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 
Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  

 
WHO IS THE MAN OF SIN (ANTICHRIST)?  
 
II Thessalonians 2:4-7 ...He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called 
God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be 
God. 5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6 And 
now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 
For the secret power of lawless-ness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back 
will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.  
 
1. HIS PROFILE  
 
• In II Thessalonians 2:4 Paul says, “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God.”  
• Prior to this time, the Antichrist will begin to accomplish great feats of diplomacy.  
• It is also believed that the Antichrist will survive a mortal wound to elevate his following.  
• Revelation 13:3 ...One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but 
the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the 
beast.  
 
2. HIS PREVENTION  
 
• What is holding back or keeping the man of sin from being revealed? See II 
Thessalonians 2:6-7 ...6 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be 
revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the 
one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.  
• It says the one who is holding back the antichrist right now is the Holy Spirit.  
• Remember when the believers are taken away during the Rapture, the Holy Spirit will not 
work in the same way as in during the Church Age.  
• It is the presence of believers on the earth that keeps the antichrist from being revealed or 
taking control.  
 
LIVE IT OUT  
 
• I am so glad I will not be here during the tribulation! Will you?  
 
>The Bible tells us today is the day of salvation.  
>Today is the day the Holy Spirit is working and calling you to come to Christ.  
>Today the church is here to encourage and support you as you give your life to Christ.  
>Today could be the day of the rapture of the church.  
• Why would you want to take the chance of missing the rapture and going through the 
tribulation?  
 


