
Sunday, March 1, 2020 with Mike Teel, Pastor 

BE DILIGENT: Unbelief of the Disciples 

FOCAL PASSAGE: Mark 6:45-52 ...
45 

Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to 

Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 
46 

After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.  
47 

Later that night, 

the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 
48 

He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because 

the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 
49 

but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 
50 

because they all saw him 

and were terrified.  Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
51 

Then he climbed into 

the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, 
52 

for they had not understood about the 

loaves; their hearts were hardened. 

 

NOTICE JESUS’ DECISIVE DIRECTION 

Mark 6:45… Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he 

dismissed the crowd.   

• Often on the heels of victory comes a test in the form of a battle.   

• There are times God steers us away from what we want and puts us in a place where we have to trust Him. 

 

NOTICE JESUS’ DEDICATED INTERCESSION 

Mark 6:46… After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.    

• Jesus prays for us as we are heading into the storms of life. 

• A couple of weeks ago, we began to talk about the importance of praying for those we would like to have a Gospel 

conversation with this year. Who are you praying for? 

 

NOTICE JESUS’ DELAYED INTERVENTION 

Mark 6:47- 48… Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 
48 

He saw the disciples 

straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. 

He was about to pass by them,    

• Have you ever said or thought, “God where are you?” 

• Hebrews 13:5… because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”   

• God is still there, it’s just that He sometimes waits to see how we are going to respond. 

  

NOTICE JESUS’ DISCIPLES’ RECOGNITION 

Mark 6:48d-52… He was about to pass by them, 
49 

but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a 

ghost. They cried out, 
50 

because they all saw him and were terrified.  Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take 

courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
51 

Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were 

completely amazed,
52 

for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 

• They saw Jesus and were consumed by fear.   

• Fear is the greatest tool Satan uses against us as Christ followers. 

• Notice Jesus’ personal response – “It is I”  

LIVE IT OUT 

 Can you recognize the voice of God because you have a personal relationship? 

 Who are you interceding for as they go through their storm? 

 Is fear or faith controlling you this morning? 


