
Sunday, May 10, 2020 with Mike Teel, Pastor 
EASTER: The Order of the Resurrection—The Rapture of the Church 

 
FOCAL PASSAGES 

  
I Corinthians 15:23 ...

23 
But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when He comes, those who be-

long to Him. 
 
 I Thessalonians 4:13-18  

13 
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those 

who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 
14 

For we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in Him. 

15 
According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who 

are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 

For 
the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 
After that, we who are still 

alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
so we will be with the Lord forever. 

18 
Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 
THE RETURN:  JESUS IS COMING AGAIN 

• Christ is coming again. I know that is redundant, but true. 
• John 14:3 ...And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 

with Me that you also may be where I am.  
• MARANATHA: Our Lord comes; Our Lord is coming; Our Lord is returning! 
• Revelation 20:6 ...Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The sec-

ond death has no power over them, 
• The first resurrection is for those who are CHRISTIANS who will be raised from or after 

death.  The second resurrection is for those who are NOT CHRISTIANS and is known as 
the resurrection of the Dead and they will be judged very different.   

• John 3:1-9 ...Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of 
the Jewish ruling council. 

2 
He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you 

are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing 
if God were not with him.”  

3 
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the king-

dom of God unless they are born again.” 
4 
“How can someone be born when they are 

old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb 
to be born!”  

5 
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 
6 
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 

birth to spirit. 
7 
You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 

8 
The 

wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 
from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  

9 
“How can this be?” 

Nicodemus asked.  
 
THE RAPTURE:  LIVING CHRISTIANS ARE TAKEN AWAY 

• I Thessalonians 4:17 ...After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord 
forever.    

• Caught up – Greek word “HARPADZO” means to be seized, to be snatched, it means to 
be rescued.   

• Matthew 24:39b-41, 44 ...That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
40 

Two 
men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 

41 
Two women will be grinding 

with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. ….
44 

So you also must be ready, be-
cause the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.    

• Revelation 16:15 (NKJV) ...Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, 
and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.   

 



REUNION:  CHRISTIANS WILL BE WITH GOD FOREVER 
• I Thessalonians 4:17-18 ...After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 
Lord forever. 

18 
Therefore encourage one another with these words.   

• Christians will be with God forever. 
• I Corinthians 15:51-55, 57-58 ...Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we 

will all be changed— 
52 

in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

53 
For 

the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 
54 

When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with im-
mortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.”  

55 
“Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?” ...

57 
But 

thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
58 

Therefore, my 
dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully 
to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.    

• All this should motivate us to be living everyday as if Jesus could come again. 
• But there is a choice we have to make if we are going to be a part of the Bride of Christ, if 

we are going to be a part of the living or dead Christians that will join Christ in the air.  We 
must choose to trust Jesus as our Savior. 

 
 

LIVE IT OUT 
 

> Will you choose today to trust Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
> If you are a Christ follower, will you live your life as if Christ could come today? 


