
Sunday, February 23rd, 2020 with Mike Teel. Pastor 

2020 VISION:PATHWAY TO THE FUTURE—FIRST FRUITS—Giving My Best 

FOCAL PASSAGE: Genesis 4:1-7 Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, 

“With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.  Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain 

worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. 4 And Abel also brought an 

offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his 

offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.  6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you 

angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching 

at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 

 

GIVE OUR BEST 

1. CAIN AND ABEL’S GIVING 

• Both Cain and Abel gave gifts to God. 

• What I believe this passage is telling us is that Cain brought an offering but Abel brought his BEST. 

2. EARLY SCRIPTURE TEACHING ON GIVING 

• God went to great lengths to describe what kind of gifts we need to bring before Him. 

• God cares what kind of gift you bring and how you bring it. 

3. TWO PRINCIPLES OF GIVING 

A. BRING SOMETHING 

• When people came to the temple, they knew that to come before God with nothing was an insult. 

• Deuteronomy 16:16-17… Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he 

will choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tabernacles. No one 

should appear before the Lord empty-handed: 
17 

Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord 

your God has blessed you.  

• Matthew 6:19-21… “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal. 
20 

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do 

not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.  

God made it clear “No one is to appear before me empty handed.” 

B. BRING YOUR BEST – NO DEFECTS 

• We dare not come empty handed / dare not bring “left overs”. 

• God knew that we would be tempted to do this because God uses this phrase “without defect” over 30 times in the 

Old Testament when talking about our gifts. 

• Leviticus 22:21… When anyone brings from the herd or flock a fellowship offering to the Lord to fulfill a special 

vow or as a freewill offering, it must be without defect or blemish to be acceptable.  

We give our best to demonstrate our devotion to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GIVING BEYOND FINANCES 

1. GIVING OUR BEST AT WORK 

• What about at work?  Your job?  Your career? 

• Colossians 3:23-24… Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 

masters, 
24 

since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 

are serving.  

So we are to give our best at work. 

2. GIVING OUR BEST TO THE LEAST 

• But what about the poor, the weak, those who are struggling, those who are in trouble? 

• Matthew 25:31-40… “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne. 
32 

All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as 

a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 

He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  
34 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, 

the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
35 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to 

eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
36 

I needed clothes 

and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’  
37 

“Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 

drink? 
38 

When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
39 

When did we see 

you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’  
40 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

• CELEBRATE RECOVERY MINISTRY. 

 

LIVE IT OUT 

So let’s review what we have studied today: 

 

 We are to give our best by bringing something and it needs to be without defect. 

 We can give our best by being Good employees, working for the Lord and caring about the least. 

 

Where do you need improvement in your life today? 


