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EASTER: The Order of the Resurrection—The Rapture of the Church 3 

 
FOCAL PASSAGES 

  
 I Thessalonians 4:13-18  

13 
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those 

who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 
14 

For we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in Him. 

15 
According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who 

are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 

For 
the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 
After that, we who are still 

alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
so we will be with the Lord forever. 

18 
Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 
THE RETURN:  JESUS IS COMING AGAIN 
I Thessalonians 4:15-16 

15 
According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who 

are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 

For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.    

• In I Thessalonians we have learned the reality that Jesus is coming again. 
• We do not know the time or date of His return, but we are certain He is coming again. 
• It is the sureness of His soon coming that should motivate us to live our lives in anticipation of 

His return. 
 
THE RAPTURE:  LIVING CHRISTIANS ARE TAKEN AWAY 
I Thessalonians 4:17 ...After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.    
• We discovered He would come at a time when we are not expecting it.   
• The chaos that would be created at the time of the Rapture. 
• This brings us to our final though on the topic of the Rapture:  What happens to believers who 

have been raptured or who have died before the Rapture? 
 
REUNION:  CHRISTIANS WILL BE WITH GOD FOREVER 
I Thessalonians 4:17-18  ...After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
18 

Therefore encourage one another with these words.   
 
1. OUR HOPE 
I Thessalonians 4:13 …Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those 

who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.  
a. Addressed to Christians. 
b. To inform us – so we will know! 
c. Death description – described as sleep – this if from our perspective. 

 
2. OUR FAITH 
I Thessalonians 4:14-15  …For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that 

God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him. 
15 

According to the Lord’s word, 
we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. 

a. We believe – more than just intellectual assent. 
b. Believe means we “live by this.” 
c. Based upon God’s Word – the assurance of our belief.  Our faith is not in a dead Savior! 

 



3. OUR UNITING 
I Thessalonians 4:16-18  …For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud com-

mand, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. 

17 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
18 

Therefore encour-
age one another with these words. 

a. United with Christ – those who have died before us. 
b. All believers then united with Christ – caught up together. 
c. Never to be separated ever again! 

 
 
4.OUR VICTORY  
I Corinthians 15:51-58 …Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed— 
52 

in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

53 
For the perishable must clothe 

itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 
54 

When the perishable has been 
clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will 
come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  

55 
“Where, O death, is your victo-

ry?  Where, O death, is your sting?” 
56 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
57 

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
58 

Therefore, my 
dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the 
work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.    

a. We will be transformed.  
b. Christ is victorious over death. 
c. Made possible because we have been purchased by God.   

 
 

LIVE IT OUT 
> Will you choose today to trust Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
> If you are a Christ follower, will you live your life as if Christ could come today? 


