
Sunday, June 14, 2020 with Mike Teel, Pastor 
EASTER: The Order of the Resurrection—The End 3 

 
FOCAL PASSAGE: II Thessalonians 2:1-7 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to 
him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 

2 
not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—

whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. 
3 
Don’t let 

anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is re-
vealed, the man doomed to destruction. 

4 
He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is 

worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.  
5 
Don’t you remember that when I 

was with you I used to tell you these things? 
6 
And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed 

at the proper time. 
7 
For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will con-

tinue to do so till he is taken out of the way.  
 

UNDERSTANDING REVELATION 

• To understand the book of Revelation, we must understand that it is divided into three parts. 

• Revelation 1:19 itemizes these parts commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ …Write, therefore, what you have 
seen, what is now and what will take place later.  

• The first chapter explains the things what you have seen, and the second and third chapters explain, what is now.   

• Beginning with chapter 4 of John reveals what will take place later . 

• The word “church”, Greek “Ekklesia,” is not used at all after chapter 4 until the very end of Revelation. 
 
THE TRIBULATION EXPOSED 
 
1. THE ARRIVAL OF THE ANTICHRIST 
Revelations 6:2 …I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and 
he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest. 

• First, a man on a white horse will come who seems to be Jesus, Messiah, the Christ, the deliverer, but in reality he 
will be the antichrist. 

 
2. ADDRESSING _____ AND THE ______ (tactics of Satan) 

• Let’s return to the New Testament for a moment to see how Paul introduces the coming of the antichrist. 

• The believers at the church in Thessalonica were fearful that the Rapture had occurred and they were going through 
the Tribulation period.  

• I Thessalonians 4:13-18 ...13 
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 

death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 
14 

For we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 

15 
According to the 

Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. 

16 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 

After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever. 

18 
Therefore encourage one another with these words.   

• So it was quite upsetting when someone would say, “You’re going through the tribulation, “ or, “You’re in the 
tribulation.” 

• So Paul writes in II Thessalonians 2:1-2 to answer their question about going through the Tribulation 
time ...Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers 
and sisters, 

2 
not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a 

prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come.  

• He was saying do not falter in clinging to the truth you have been taught.  (Our faith will always be tested.) 
 
A. PAUL SPEAKS TO THE __________ 
II Thessalonians 2:3 (NIV) ...Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion oc-
curs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.  
II Thessalonians 2:3 (KJV) ...Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;   
• There are two major interpretations.   
 
B. THE GREAT ________ _____ 

• Many believe that this “falling away first” refers to the rapture of the church. 

• But suppose the “falling away” is referring to doctrinal apostasy? 

• There will be terrible apostasy because people will reject the word of God. 

• They will accept that which is not true, and it will move us toward the coming of the antichrist. 
 
3. WHO IS THE ____ ___ ____ (Antichrist)? 



II Thessalonians 2:4-7 ...He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that 
he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.  

5 
Don’t you remember that when I was with you I 

used to tell you these things? 
6 
And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper 

time. 
7 
For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till 

he is taken out of the way.  

• At this point Antichrist is already on the scene.  He has probably begun to make a name for himself after the rapture 
of the church.    

• Remember we talked about him being a person of great persuasion and begin to make many great promises he will 
never be able to fulfill.   

• Antichrist will set himself up as God.  This will occur during the latter part of the tribulation when the antichrist says, “I 
will be worshipped as God.  I will not allow any other religion to continue.  Everyone must worship me.”  

• What is holding back or keeping the man of sin from being revealed?   

• Remember when the believers are taken away during the Rapture, the Holy Spirit will not work in the same way as in 
during the Church Age. 

 
TRIBULATION ________ 
 
1. THE _________ ________ OF TRIBULATION EVENTS 

• There will be terrible famine and dramatic increase in cost of living – a person will have to work all day just for a 
good meal. 

• Revelation 7:1 ...After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of 
the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree.  

• The Tribulation period will also be a time of great PESTILENCE AND PLAGUES. 

• Revelation 6:8 indicates that one-fourth of the world’s population will die during the first two years ...I looked, and 
there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him. 
They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts 
of the earth.  

 
2. __________ DURING THE TRIBULATION? 

• Will anyone be saved during the Tribulation period?  If so, who will it be? 

• These are probably the most important questions of this time. 

• But why would you want to go through any of the Tribulation when you can be saved now? 
 
(Continued later!) 
 
 

LIVE IT OUT 

• I am so glad I will not be here during the tribulation!  Will you? 
 
>The Bible tells us today is the day of salvation. 
>Today is the day the Holy Spirit is working and calling you to come to Christ. 
>Today the church is here to encourage and support you as you give your life to Christ. 
>Today could be the day of the rapture of the church. 
 

• Why would you want to take the chance of missing the rapture and going through the tribulation?  


